


<tvV.f 











































Echo Base, Hoth. 



FINALLY, THERE'S 
THE TRANSPORT 
FOR THE REBEL 
CONTRABAND. 


LOAP 
EM V?! 


BUT CAPTAIN 
IVIES SAYS WE 
NEED TO KEEP 
SEARCHING FOR 
SIGNS OF THE 
^ REBELS, y 


LET'S 

GO. I CAN 
BARELY FEEL 
MY FEET. 


LOOK, KID, V THE 
I'VE BEEN HERE FOR REBELS 
WEEKS, AND ALL I'VE ARE LONG 
SEEN IS SNOW. . GONE. 


UGH. MOT 
THAT I BLAME 
THEM. 


r SIR... I \ 
THOUGHT THE \ 
TRANSPORT WAS ON 

THE OTHER SIDE OF *-' 

THE RIDGE. WHY ARE 
^—'\ WE...? 


NOT TO 
WORRY. JUST 
A OUlCK 
SHORTCUT. 


TURN 

US AROUND 

. HOW. 
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IT'S AN 
AMBUSH- 

AAIIU 


YOU! LET 
ME SEE rOUH 
FACE* 


Black 

Krrsantan 


Tubleek 

Ruz. 
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WELL, SINCE 
YOU ASKEP SO 

NICELY, 




FOR A SECOND, 
I THOUGHT YOU 
UBKEN'T GOING 
TO MAKE THE 
RENDEZVOUS" 


YOU'RE 

LATE! 


<APHKA. 
YOU NEVER 
DISAPPOINTS* 


' H-HEY NOW, 
TU8LEBK, I'M SURE 
WE CAN TALK THIS 
our. IS THIS ABOUT 
YOUR SHARE OF 
V THE TAKE? . 


^ <THE BOUNTY > 
ON YOUR HEAD IS 
WORTH SO MUCH MORE 

THAN THIS jH/5£)?/fBL£ 
JUNK YOU'VE 
V SCAVENGED UP.> > 


<YOU'VE 

GONE 

SOFT.> 


<THE OLP 
APHRA WOULD 
NEVER HAVE 
TRUSTED 
ME--> 











































































































m,so 

THAT'S THE 
THING. 


PIPNT 


MICE SHOT, 
LUCKY. 


BANG 


ms 

THAT TIME 
BUSINESS OR 
PLEASURE? 


THIS IS WHY '■ 
I LIKE WORKING 
WITH YOU, DOC. YOU 
NEVER TAKE IT 
< PERSONALLY, y 


MOW WE’RE 
EVEN FOR THE 
TIME YOU TRIED 
TO KILL ME ON 
OLINT. . 


LIKE 

THERE'S A 
DIFFERENCE 
WITH YOU. 


DOUBLE-CROSSING 
THE EMPIRE ANP 
YOUR FRIENDS 
AT THE SAME TIME, 
THOUGH? THAT'S 
GUTSY. y 


I'M FULL 
OF GUTS 


AND T 

JUST FOUND US 
A NEAT LITTLE 
^ BONUS, y 




TIME TO 
GO! 
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SORRY ABOUT 
THE REBEL BASE 
MAGNA... 


■Sftirr.' 


..WISH I'D KEPT THE 
EMPIRE OFF YOUR 
TRAIL LONGER. 


WISH I'D DONE A 
LOT OF THINGS 
DIFFERENTLY. 


^ GET ON 
BOARD, OR I'LL 
LEAVE YOU BEHIND 
LIKE I DID ON 
V DATHOMIR! ✓ 


STRAP IN. IT'S 
GONNA GET 
ROUGH. 


BUT THE 
REST OF THE 
CARGO" 


FORGET THE 
CARGO. 


WE'VE GOT 
SOMETHING 

BBTTEK. 



IT 

m 
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FORTURE RRD FATE port 1 THE HinG 5 DP UHHEE 

The hEFOic REbel fllliQncE is scottEFEd and on thE Fun oftEF thEiF dEfEot by thE EmpiFE at thE BottlE of Noth 
RftEF noFFOLuly Escoping thE UEnpEful DoFth IJodEF ond tutting oii tiEs to hEF post, FoguE OFthoEoiogist 


DottoF ChEiii RphFQ is both on thE hunt foF thE FOFESt, Fnost uoiuoblE tFEOsuFES in thE goioKy. 

LUith flphFo’s tunning intEiiEtt and fiEKibiE FnoFoi tomposs (pius o nEiu, highiy shiiiEd tEOFn), thE nEKt 
hugE payday is iust atound thE coFnEF. But thEFE ufe soihe sECFEts in thE dath toFnEFS of thE gaiany 

that not EUEn DoctoF flphFO is pFEpoFEd to untouEF... 
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n IS 

GENUINE 

MISS 

flPHRfl? 


A GENUINE 
FOPK-NOSED 
ICE WORM 
FOSSIL! 


ON MY 
WORD AS A 

DOCTOR, 

YES. 


I TRUST I'LL BE WELL 
COMPENSATED FOR 
THIS INCREDIBLY 
, RARE FIND, SAVA , 
ESTAT.. ^ 


AHEM. 

OF COURSE 

DOCTOR 

APHRA. 


HERE'S 
TO GETTING 
PAID! 


I'LL SEND THE 
CREDITS OVER 
IMMEDIATELY. 


FINALLY, 
A DECENT 
HAUL. 


THAT'S 
WHAT I LIKE 
TO HEAR. 


IT'S BEEN A ROUGH YEAR. 
HARD ENOUGH TO MAKE 
A LIVING WHEN VADER 
DOESNT WANT YOU DEAD, 
AND WHEN HE DOES... WELL 


HO ONE'S HIRING. I CAN 
BARELY COVER EXPENSES 
MY LUCK'S RUN OUT, AND 
ALL OF THE PEOPLE I 
LOVE ARE OUT OF MY LIFE 


VULAADA, MAGNA... 

AFTER ALL THE 
BETRAYALS, I CAN'T 
SAY I BLAME THEM. 


REALLY, IT'S 
FOR THEIR OWN 
GOOD. 


I THINK THAT 
ONE'S YOUR 
TYPE. 


BUT THE PROMISE 
OF NONEY ALWAYS 
BRINGS PEOPLE OUT 
OF THE WOODWORK, 


DOaOR 
APHRA! IT'S BEEN 
FOREVER! 


The Shadow University, 
Outer Rim. 
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' IT COMaETELY 
CHANGED THE WAY I 
THOOGHT ABOUT FIELD 
ARCHAEOLOGY! ^ 


DO 

I KNOW 
YOU? 


YOU? 

TEACHING? 


OH, SORRY! 
I'M DEHA. PBTTA 
YAO. FOURTH YEAR 
GRAD STUDENT. 


IAHENDED ' 
YOUR GUEST LECTURE 
A FEW YEARS AGO, 
AND I'M A HUGE FAN 
.OF YOUR WORK, > 

^ YOUR 
DISCOVERY OF 

ABEKSYN SYMBIOTES 
ON BOOTH I XII, 
YOUR PIONEERING 
METHODS OF ARTIFACT 
RECOVERY... 

V IJUST,H!OW. ^ 


SEE, I'M WRITING MY DOCTORATE DISSERTATION ON 
THE RINGS OF VAALE, A PAIR OF MYTHOLOGICAL 
. ARTIFACTS MADE BY AN ANCIENT ORDER ^ 

OF GUARDIANS. 

EXCEPT ^ 
I'VE 

AND ^ CLUES INDICATING 
TRACKING THEM THAT THEY'RE 
DOWN WOULD BE A ^ REAL. A 

mY WORTHWHILE ^ 

m_- VENTURE FOR / — = 

BOTH OF us. -arTT^ ^S 


HEARD OF 
EM. WHAT'S THE 
CATCH? > 


IF THESE 
THINGS EXIST 
THEY'D BE 
PRICELESS. 


SO WHERE'S 
YOUR UNIVERSITY 
FUNDED 
. EXPEDITION? 


W-WELL, ACCORDING TO 
LEGEND, THE RINGS GRANT 
THEIR WEARER ETERNAL LIFE 
AND BOUNPLESS FORTUNE 
WHEN THEY'RE WORN . 
^ TOGETHER. ^ 


AND I HAVENT 
ACTUALLY MANAGED 
TO CONVINCE THE 
UNIVERSITY THAT 
THEY EXIST. 


BUT THEY N 
DO! AND THEY'RE 
INCREDIBLY 
VALUABLE! THEY'D BE 
THE FIND OF THE 
CENTURY! > 


THEY MIGHT 
ALSO BE 
A LITTLE... 

CURSEP? 
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OOH. HOW 

CURSED, 

EXACTLY? 


" DOESN'T 
MATTER. SmnSTITION 
IS ONE OF THE FIRST 
SECURITY SYSTEMS 
. EVER INVENTED. . 


r THAT'S HOW ^ 
YOU KNOW IT'S THE 
eoop STUFF. IF YOU TELL 
EVERYONE YOUR JEWELRY'S 
CURSED, THEY'LL BE 
. TOO SCARED TO . 
X. STEAL IT. ^ 


BUT I'M 

NOT. 


' THESE 
THINGS SOUND 
DODGY AS HELL 
STILL, MONEY'S 
. MONEY. 


^ YOU ^ 
WRITE YOUR 
DISSERTATION, THE 
UNIVERSITY SHELLS OUT 
EVERYONE GOES 
L. HOME HAPPY. > 


THREE HAMMER SEE YOU IN 
i OUT THE THE MORNING- 
DETAILS. I'M OFF TO FIND 
I - - - SOMEONE PRETTY 

Y TO CELEBRATE 

V WITH. < 


I HAVE SO 
MUCH TO TELL 
YOU, DOCTOR 
APHRA... 


deal; 


^ '-■IT, rr 


THERE'S ONLY ONE OTHER 
ACADEMIC WHO'S WRIHEN 
ABOUT THE RINGS. 


SURELY YOU'VE 
HEARD OF 
HER? . 


SHE'S 

BRILLIANT. A 

VISIONARY. 


EVEN IF 

THE UNIVERSITY 
DOESNT THINK 
SO. 


EUSTACIA? 


DOCTOR 

EUSTACIA 

OKKA. 
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I'D SflY I'M 
FAMILIAR." 


A "NEW" SHIP, 
A NEW CREW... 


flPHKfl?! 

WHAT ARE 
YOU POING 
HERE? 


LEAVE 
ME BE. 


YOU 

KNOW EACH 
OTHER? 


WE WERE 

CLASSMATES 

A LONG TIME 
V AGO. > 


SPEAKING OF WHICH, HOW'S 
YOUR FATHER? YOU KNOW, 
THE ETHICAL, RESPONSIBLE 
, ARCHAEOLOGIST IN THE 
V APHRA FAMILY? ^ 


THERE WAS A LOT 
GOING ON BACK 
.. THEN, BUT” . 


ISN'T THERE 
ALWAYS WITH 
V YOU? . 


YOUR ARTICLE IN THE 
SHAPOW UNIVERSITY 
. JOURNAL- 


LOOK, I DIDN'T 
COME HERE TO 
PICK A FIGHT. 


WE'RE LOOKING 
FOR THE RINGS OF 
VAALE, PROFESSOR 
.. OKKA. ^ 


HEY, TEEAY. 


"WAS PUBLISHED ^ 
RIGHT BEFORE THEY EXPELLEP 
ME FOR "INSUFFICIENT CREDIBLE 
ACADEMIC RESEARCH." 


AS I TOLD RONEN TA66E, I’M 
NOT INTERESTED IN HELPING 
TREASURE HUNTERS FIND THE 
RINGS OF VAALE. ^ 


Ruins Of Kolkur, Outer Rim 
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YOU'RE 

BACK? YOU'RE 
WASTING YOUR 
TIWE. 


PERHAPS 
WE CAN 
PERSUADE YOU 
OTHERWISE. 


MK. TA60E 
DOESN'T TAKE 
"NO" FOR AN 
ANSWER. 




YOU'RE 
COMING 
WITH US. 


HEY/ IT'S 
BEEN A LONG 
TIME, KIEHART. 
AND YOU TOO, 

VENTERS 


^TAY 

OUT OF THIS 
APHRA. 


• REMEMBER > 
WHEN WE ALL 
WORKED THAT 
JOB ON FELUCIA? 
MAYBE WE CAN ALL 
COOPERATE 
S HERE TOO. y 


YOU ^ 
WOULDNT 
KNOW TEAMWORK 
IF IT BIT YOU IN 
V THE FACE. > 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT, I DO 
HATE TO 
„ SHARE. ^ 
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GET 

DOWN! 



OONT 

MOVE, 

KID! 


' SHOULD 
HAVE KEPT YOUR 
HANDS TO 
. YOURSELF. . 


WHAT- 

POISOH"? 
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WHEN DIP 
YOO START 
CARRYING A 

8LASTEK? 


THERE'S 
TOO MANY 
OF THEM, 

. DOC! 


A WHILE AGO 
FIELD WORK 
IS DANGEROUS 
BUSINESS, AS 
. YOU KNOW. . 


LET'S FIX 
THAT. 



THEY'RE 

MOVING! 


MOW, 

FETCH 














































































































hlhl^6H! 


TflGGE'S 

TRIED TO PERSUADE 
ME A nV! TIMES, 
BUT HE'S GOTTEN 
I. INSISTENT. ^ 


YEAH, 

THAT'S WHAT 
HE DOES. 


WAS 

CLOSE. 


THEMGG£5 
ARE ONE OF THE 
EMPIRE'S WEALTHIEST 
FAMILIES. THEY OWN 

V PLANETS. ^ 


RONEN'S A ^ 
SPOILED LITTLE 
RICH BOY WHO'S ALWAYS 
GOTTEN WHAT HE WANTED 
THANKS TO AUNTIE 
DOtUNA. ^ 


RONEN TAGGE IS SO UNSAVORY 
THAT I WON'T DO BUSINESS 

WITH HIM. ^ 

AND 

THAT'S SAYING 

k^^^^^^SOMETHING. ^ 

DON'T 
GET TANGLED 
UP WITH HIM, 
V EUSTACIA. 


HE THINKS HE 
CAN OWN YOU 
IF HE THROWS 
ENOUGH MONEY 
AT YOU. ^ 


I'D NEVER WORK 
WITH THAT SMUG 
ARISTOCRAT. . 


COURSE, EVENTUALLY 
HE GETS TIRED OF 
HIS PLAYTHINGS. 
THEN HE KILLS THEM 
k. JUST FOR FUN. ^ 


AND NOW, ' 
BECAUSE OF HIM, 
I CANT RETURN 
TO THE RUINS I 
WAS STUDYING 
ONKOLKUR. 


^ THAT'S 
YEARS OF 
RESEARCH LOST 


Ark Angel III 
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PROFESSOR OKKfl... Wf! 
I APMIRE YOUR WORK A "" 
^ SO MUCH. 

WHEN YOU ^ 
WERE STILL TEACHING 
AT THE UNIVERSITY, IT 
WAS MY TO 

STUDY WITH YOU. . 


ALMOST AS 
GOOD AS I WAS 
AT THAT AGE. 


LISTEN, I \ 

KNOW WHAT IT'S \ 

LIKE TO HAVE YOUR J 

CREDENTIALS *- 

V REVOKED. BUT IF ^ 

^— 1 _ YOU FIND THE 

7 RINGS-WHICH NO 
ONE BELIEVES EXIST- 
\ THE SHADOW UNIVERSITY 
\ Wia HAVE TO 
-;-^ REINSTATE YOU^ 

YOUSOU 
CREDIT m 
L DISCOVERY. 


SOLE 

CREDIT? 


SOLE > 
CREDIT. I _ 

y YOU GET 
f REINSTATED. 

DETTA WRITES 
I HER THESIS. I 
\ GET PAID. 






















































































































































































^ EVERY LEGEND ^ 
ABOUT THE RINGS 
OF VAALE MENTIONS 
A HAUNTEP CITY MADE 
OF LIVING STONE AND 
AN ANCIENT SECT 
DEDICATED TO 
k GUARDING THEM. ^ 


r BEFORE THE ^ 
UNIVERSITY EXPELLED 
ME, I DISCOVERED THAT 
ALL RECORDS POINT 
TO THIS PLANET: PM/VW 
IN THE MALITORIS 
SYSTEM. ^ 


"AS DEHA HAS 
LIKELY EXPLAINED, 
THE RINGS ARE SAID 
TO BE CURSED. 


"ACCORDING TO 
LEGEND, THAT CURSE IS 
SO POWERFUL THAT IT 
CORRUPTED EVBRYTHIN6 
AROUND IT. THE CITY, 
THE AIR...THE REST 
OF THE PLANET. 


"FEW EXaORERS HAVE 
RETURNED FROM DIANTH. THE 
ONES WHO DID HAD GONE 
MAP- THEY SPOKE OF SEEING 
UNSPEAKABLE THINGS, OF 
HEARING AND POIN0 
UNSPEAKABLE THINGS. 


"THAT'S THE 
POWER OF 
THE CURSE." 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































AND 

YOO BELIEVE 
. THAT? 


MY DAD ONCE \ 
DRAGGED ME ACROSS \ 

THE GALAXY LOOKING FOR 1 
SIGNS OF THE ANCIENT ORDU 
ASPEau, AND WE THOUGHT / 

. WE'D FOUND THE GHOST / 

V OF A JEDI. ^ 

T' TURNS OUT rr^ 
( WAS JUST A COMPUTER 
PROGRAM THAT HAD 
V CONVINCED ITSELF 
, V IT WAS A JEDI. . 


THERE'S 

ALWAYS AN 
EXPLANATION 
FOR THESE 
. THINGS. . 


COME ON 
EUSTACIA, 


THAT ONE 
STANK. 


■t: . - MiuO i 


OKAY, 
BUT, THE 
RINGS" 


I'M NOT 
TELLING YOU 
THAT YOU CAN'T 
BELIEVE IN YOUR 
SPACE MAGIC. 


^ BUT IN MY 
EXPERIENCE, 
I^EAL PEOPLE ARE 
MUCH MORE 
h. DANGEROUS. ^ 


COME ON, 
BLACK K, LET'S 
SET A COURSE 
FOR DIANTH, 


^ DEPLOYING ^ 
THEIR PRIVATE 
ARMADAS, THROWING AWAY 
COUNTLESS LIVES...IT'S ALL A 
GAME, AND THEY'VE NEVER 
HAD TO DEAL WITH THE 
/V CONSEQUENCES. ^ 


SHE'S 

RIGHT, YOU 
KNOW. 


FOLKS LIKE 
TAGGE DON'T 
UNDERSTAND 
LIMITS. 
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"...IT'S NOT THE 
CVKSE WE HAVE TO 
WORRY fleouT." 


ONE OF YOUR FINEST 
PIECES, COVIK, MADE 
FROM PRECIOUS 
^ BESKAR. ^ 


AN BMPIKB'S 
6KACE. A BRUTAL 
EXECUTION. 


BUT SO IS YOUR 
PA INTI NO, FALBER 
. EXaUISIJE. 


BOTH 

HAVE FETCHED 
INCREDIBLE 
PRICES ON THE 
MARKET. 


I PAID THE 
PREVIOUS 
OWNERS ENOUGH 
TO BUY THEIR OWN 

b. MOONS. . 


BUT I 

BROUSHT YOU 
TWO MASTERS HERE 
TO ASK YOU A 
. QUESTION. > 


TELL ME, 
WHICH PIECE 
DO YOU BELIEVE 
IS SUPERIOR? 


Ronen Tagge’s 
Private Penthouse 
Canto Bight. 





































































































































































































































































IT'S HIS! AN EfiimE'S 
GKACB IS HIS 
FINEST WORK! . 


N-NO, IT CAN'T HOLD 
A CANDLE TO YOUR 
PAINTING! V 

YOUKS 

^ ( IS CLEARLY 

^ V SUPERIOR! 


NO! MY 
PAINTING IS 
UNINSPIRED 
GARBAGE! 


HIS 

SCULPTURE IS 
PERFECTION! 


REASE, 
CHOOSE HERS! 
. PLEfiSB! . 


APOLOGIES 

FOR 

INTERRUPTING 


SHE REFUSED 
YOUR OFFER...AND 
ESCAPED WITH 
. CHELLI APHRA. . 


I'M AFRAID 
WE FAILED TO 
PETAIH EUSTACIA 
V OKKA. 


DOCTOK IS THAT 
APHRA. A SO? 
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I'VE 

DECIPED 


^ HOLDING fl 
TRUE MASTERPIECE 
THERE'S NOTHING 
V QUITE LIKE IT. 


BRING 

BOTH OF THESE 
ARTISTS. AND THE 
PAINTING. . 


' SIR, 
PLEASE 


OWNING SOMETHING 
IRREPLACEABLE... 
SOMETHING TRULY 
■V. UNIQUE... ^ 


AND THE > 
ONLY THING THAT 
MAKES MY BLOOD SING 
MORE THAN OWNING 
SOMETHING 
V PRECIOUS... 


...IS BEING 
THE LAST 
PERSON TO 
TOUCH IT. 


















































































































































































OF 

COURSE 

SIR. 


FIND OKKfl AND \_ 
FOLLOW HER. SHE'LL 
LEAD US TO THE 
^ RINGS. 









"PISPERSE 
THE HEET. 


"COMB THE 

0ALAXr IF 

yoy HAVE TO 




flNP AS FOR 
APHRA AND THE 
OTHERS... 


...WE HAVE 
AN OLD DEBT 
TO SEHLE. 


To Be 
Continued! 
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DY ALYSSA WONQ 


- * ’ . ‘ . 

A LONG TIME AGO IN A GALAXY FAR, FAR AWAY IS A LOT EASIER TO 
GET TO THAN YOU THINKl WRITE US AT 

TO MAKE IT INTO A FUTURE LETTERS PAGE, MARK YOUR NOTES 

“OKAY TO PRINT.” . 

■ ■ ■ ■ ^ 


































